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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

 

I am honored to welcome you to Evergreen Valley College. For more than
45 years, our College has fostered a community where you are welcome,
safe, and supported in your learning journey. Just like you, generations of
students have been supported and mentored to achieve their academic
and professional goals, and we couldn't be prouder.

We understand that connecting with staff members, faculty, community,
and other students is critical to your success. From classroom
instruction to support service and campus programs and activities, we
are committed to providing student-focused curricular and co-curricular
opportunities that expand your thinking and give you the confidence to
succeed in whatever endeavor you undertake. Led by an award-winning
team of faculty, classified professionals, and administrators, we take
pride in being student-centered with a commitment to a culture of care to
support you and your needs.

Giavanni Hurtado was born in San José and raised by a single mother
who worked full time. She felt like her family wasn't supportive because
they often belittled her and told her she was dumb. Since this is how she
grew up, she always thought everyone was more intelligent than her, as
reflected in her grades and actions in high school. She did not have a
community that supported her. And as a result, she didn't care and didn't
try. When she was a senior in high school, a friend told her she was going
to Evergreen Valley College. Giavanni didn't have the grades to graduate
high school, so she started working full-time until she was laid off a year
later.

Then the depression hit. Giavanni was diagnosed with depression,
anxiety, and even vertigo. It took her a year to battle through, but she
focused on spiritual healing, and little by little, she got through it.
Eventually, she completed her high school diploma at East Side Adult
Education and came to Evergreen Valley College. As the first in her family
to go to college, she felt lost and struggled a lot during the first semester
until she got directed to the Enlace Program. Once her counselor, Mirella
Burton, helped explain the college journey, Giavanni felt clarity and was
able to find a goal and direction. Then something miraculous happened.
She started to see herself differently. Giavanni said, "The way I grew up
and what I believed about myself to now is amazing. I took the chains off
my mental slavery. What was put in my head and what I believed. I am the
person I make myself to be, not what others believed me to be."
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Her professors also inspired her, and she started to succeed, getting As
in her classes and becoming an honors student. Giavanni graduated
cum laude from EVC in 2019 with an associate's degree in sociology. She
transferred to San José State University and graduated magna cum laude
with a bachelor's in social work. She said, "I found my second family here
at EVC. They helped motivate me. They helped me see how capable I was.
This is where I was destined to be."

Evergreen Valley College is also where you are destined to be. No matter
where you've been or what led you to be here at this moment in time,
we are grateful for the opportunity to be part of your journey. I hope you
feel our commitment to you and your success in every aspect of our
institution and, like Giavanni, find a family here that already sees all the
greatness inside of you.

You are capable and destined to succeed.

Tammeil Y. Gilkerson, Ed. D.
Evergreen Valley College President
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